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AMERICAN LEGION, organized at Saint
Louis, Mo.? in May, 1919, and incorporated
in the same year by act of Congress, is a
patriotic organization of soldiers and sailors
who were in the service of the United States
in the World War. Its object is to uphold
and defend the Constitution of the United
States; to maintain the dignity of law
against lawlessness; to foster pure Amer-
icanism; to combat autocracy, whether of
the masses or of special classes; to promote
peace; to safeguard justice; to sanctify the
war's comradeship by mutual helpfulness.

The Legion is organized by departments
and posts. There are fifty-eight depart-
ments, one in every state in the Union, one
in the District of Columbia and others in
territorial possessions of the United States
and in certain foreign countries. There are
10,000 posts established in every part of the
United States and throughout the world. A
per capita tax of $1.00 is assessed on mem-
bers for support of the national organiza-,
tion. There is no rank in the Legion and no
distinction as to character of former service.
The Legion is non-political, and neither
militaristic nor pacifistic. It advocates mili-
tary preparedness adequate to the necessities
of the world situation. Its paramount duty
is considered to be the proper care of the
disabled veterans of the World War and
their dependents. It has cooperated with
other organizations in Americanization work,
in the formation of a National Flag Code,
in the restriction of immigration and in
many other activities.

AMERICAN LITERATURE. See LIT-
ERATURE.

AMERICAN     PARTY.      See    KKOW-

NOTHINGS.

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY, a coeduca-
tional institution maintained at Washington,
D, C., by the Methodist Episcopal Church.
In 1891 a charter for the university was
granted by the District of Columbia, but
the school was not formally opened -until
1914. The university buildings are situated
on a campus of ninety-two acres, which has
a pleasant outlook over the city and sur-
rounding country. Fellowships for graduate
work, lectureships and the publication of
theses and lectures are included in the activ-
ities of the institution, which enrolls about
650 students in its various courses.

AMER1CUS VESPWIUS, vea pu'ske us,
(1451-1512), a maritime discoverer, after
whom America was
named. He was born
at Florence, Italy. In
1499, in the employ of
Spain, he coasted
along the continent of
America for several
hundred leagues; and
again in 1503, under
Portuguese auspices,
VESPUCHJS          he explored South
America from Cape Saint Roque to Cape
Frio. From 1505 to his death he was pilot-
major of Spain, and did much to further
exploration and discovery. His name was
first suggested by a map-maker, as a fit
name for the New World (meaning Brazil).
It was later applied to South America and
finally extended to both continents. Ves-
pucius was a friend of Columbus.
AMHERST, NOVA SCOTIA, the county-
town of Cumberland county, on the Bay of
Fundy and on the Canadian National Rail-
way between Halifax and St. John. In-
dustrially Amherst is of great importance;
the neighborhood supplies coal, lumber and
agricultural produce, and the town manu-
factures railroad cars, woolen goods, boots,
and shoes and iron products. Population,
1931, 7,450.
AMHERST COLLEGE, a college located
at Amherst, Mass. It was established by an
association of Congregational and Presby-
terian ministers in 1815, and was the out-
growth of Amherst Academy. Six years
later it was opened as a college, and now
ranks as one of the foremost colleges of New
England. It is known especially for its
adherence to classical and general culture,
and for not attempting to do university
work. The faculty numbers about seventy-
five, and its average enrollment is over 700.
The library has over 150,000 volumes.
The town of Amherst is located in a pic-
turesque region in Hampshire County,
sixteen miles north of Springfield. It is
also the seat of Massachusetts State College.
Population, 1930, 5,888.
AMETHYST, am'e thiat, a purple variety
of quartz, which, usually occurs in crystalsf
forming very beautiful specimens. The col-
oring is supposed to be due to manganese.